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The Ethics Resource Team is a multi-disciplinary sub-group of the Ethics Committee.   It has the ability to convene rapidly in response to an ethical crisis.  It is a resource and advisory team that assists staff, medical staff, residents, people with Powers of Attorney or substitute decision-makers, patients/residents/clients and families with decisions which have moral/ethical implications.

Purpose:

To provide a forum in which patients/residents/clients, families, authorized persons, medical staff and staff may discuss care-related situations which have moral/ethical implications.  

Composition of the Ethics Resource Team:

· VP Clinical Services/CNE

· Relevant Unit Director

· Spiritual Care Coordinator or Designate

· Relevant Attending Physician

Additional Members:

· Relevant Chief of Clinical Service
· Involved caregivers/patients/residents/clients/family/authorized person as determined by patient/resident/client and/or the hospital

· Guests

Appropriate Delegates may be appointed as needed.

Even in an urgent situation, it is essential that the Team include at least one representative from each of Administration, Nursing and the attending Physicians attending at that time.

Methodology

· A meeting is requested by a physician, staff member, patient/resident/client, family member or authorized person by approaching one of the people listed under “Composition of the Ethics Resource Team”.

· If an ethical situation arises, the Ethics Resource Team can be convened to decide the appropriate process to be followed.  This Team can be convened within 48 hours during regular business hours, i.e. Monday to Friday between 8.00 am and 4.00 pm.  If the situation needs to be dealt with outside regular business hours, the Administrator On-Call can be contacted.

· If consensus cannot be reached within the Ethics Resource Team, outside expertise is solicited to help resolve the problem.

Reporting

The attending physician records the results of the meeting on the patient/resident/client’s chart.

The chairperson of the team reports significant issues, updates and conclusions to Brockville General Hospital Ethics Committee, while respecting the confidentiality of each situation.
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